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— AN ANCIENT RITE

- G/@w%WWMMmMcMW of a ,mlt/u'/z:fldan nWWwdhtoM,mhnm[,Wm.
ym‘m»dnunilu,m&lt/nm”nucoja/w&"abmm[gin./lmwaéao"’wwul44000,«1/1.}_%“;rﬂ- y of L hing a ship
waches thal far back indo recorded hislory. Haman sacvfice, the spilling of bood, incantalions by high pusl, undoulbledly

) manked the /iu(laundu'/ng ocovemonies. %,od),itwad’wfmt,would hﬁwfu[w[wltyaatlzm

Faler, the Komans and Gueeks wsed waler as o lohen of punificalion in the impressive puinlly Hesing of the ship, b officews, crew, f

prassengers and carge. S the Middle Ages, neligious shrines were placed aboard ship and offigies weve conved. on the figuroheads and

the ot_unwm'm became enlively religiows in charactev. S Juudor day, the lawrwlu'ny covemeny look place aflen the ship was in the waler.

)ijimp' liculenant would then appear, announced by a fibling fanfere of bumprobs. Wd/zywal MWW&M”@M

fo&‘tlmd.mkdinmonm&t/wbmdw/wofl,Mdﬁwm,((dmfﬂta,dh(madt WW&MWIMWWWW

The efficial would sip vilically of the wine, polilely speak the name of the now ship, wishing het good luck and godspecd

Then he would spill a little of the red wine on the froshly soouned deck, marking fuecisely lhe foun poinhs of the compass. He would

then duink the Jiings health. He next would duamalically loss the goblel over lhe side and leave the ship.

The crowd wailed unlil the golden gotlel louched the waler then bied lo saloage if. The goblel were wsually of gold and the

ohiparights, not the King, supplicd thom. The exponse ivked the shipbuildev. Thoy decided that they would salvage the cup

themselves this they accomplished by avnanging a net around the ship, greally lo the indignalion of the populace. The

.%';pymfwwduyalwmwmzda/n’aml‘tmcwnddauallﬁt,oﬂd[ohmwnﬁw[uﬂﬁl.%mtwaa’lw,w

thal launching cevemonies were levminaled wntil Uuadtmlo[%m/a”,w‘pwadaml‘dthhmwh}q’oﬂdk/uamlcl

lo the master shiplbuilder of the yard. y

Hed wine, because it has beem symbolic of Hood, wes long idenlificd with ship launchings, covtainly a los sanguinary praclice than

the wse of Hood from a human sacrifice! A first, the wine voas not spilled on the vessel bul lifled in a good-luck loast

as the ship slid JoumMcwagAW‘mcﬂam/myncMmmﬂdqbwwn,itdzmtaldﬂ:dcdlmw&m;hmd«m)mmlh/

and thevefore, held in highor estoem. Jb a five hour job fully lo drews a champagne bottle thal is going lo allend a '

The bottle s fitted with aluxed” which considds of & 116 imoh flexible mesh holeling fackel; this pucoents the glass from Hying in the

face of the fair feminine sponsor and. the speclalow. In addilion, the botlle & securcly fasiened lo a double, 60 foot red, while and

Hue bunting of grosgnain cloth now gelling mest digpicull to secwre. While the champagne & wasted on the shiph prow, the

dessed bettle > saved and furesentod o the sponsor. The homon of naming a ship wes a maseline prrevogalive unlil it was broken by an

(y(nqﬁ}lz/m'nr(inlﬁc/9tﬁmmmqwlwwnw¢‘wdmhba of appoinling ladies from lhe cound lo acl as spensows.

Generally speaking, sponsors ave vlalives of the ships ouner, ov descendants of some dislinguished person for whom

IthbWMMWWMWMWWWM.

.yo}nwﬂac‘@(nzbdflalam“dMzm,wgommadmdowdtﬁalmmuldktwmhuawﬁqu

when ships buill lo fusther the war effort hit the waler. Fince then, however, the order has beon modificd. England

once WW@&MWWM&WWW}MW@WW theve shoudd be some

nouminqando/:maoﬁ/rwwlcdymmutofa&ukwdldmw,muﬁwadlﬁahm desl bul crude launching ony,

coen clubbing logelher te buy the bottle of wine. TheAdmivally noted this allitude and yod the fralrioliom of the men

by making the L .L7mqumolﬂaalmoﬁmalugz¢mwm{odaq who have bull the shipws

feel that i s pitling that some formal covemony merk a launching. Joday launching covemonio are
buing but impressive. "While their freguency is on the inovease a launching
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INVENTOR, AUTHOR, AND -
SCIENTIST...HE INVENTED

TRANSMITTER, THE DISK
PHONOGRAPH RECORD AND
PIONEERED THE HELICOPTER.
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THE S.S. EMILE BERLINER DOWN THE WAYS
HARBOR DAY, AUGUST 28, 1943
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READY FOR CHRISTENING OF THE S.S. EMILE BERLINER
HARBOR DAY, AUGUST 28, 1943

MISS PIDGIE MANN, Flower Girl; CHAPLAIN A. G. JACKSON, U.S.N.; MISS LEWANNA McAFEE, Maid of Honor;
LARAINE DAY, Sponsor; RAY HENDRICKS, Launching Triggerman
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